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Sr. Presideote,
Seohoras e Senhores,
Camaradas,

E com 0 maior ·prazer que tomo a palavra diante do sempre interessado
audit6rio desta Voiversidade, cujas preocupatoes, por parte dos estudantes
e professores, revelam 0 desejo de um conhecimento profundo do nosso
continente e dos difereotes factores que afectam 0 seu desenvolvimento.
Esta ~ uma preocupa~iio digna dos futuros dirigeotes do pals e daqueles
que 0 formam, facto que transforma 0 grande prazer deste eocontro em
honra especial.

Que me seja permitido expor brevemente 0 fruto de uma experiencia pessoal,
de reOexOes sobre a luta de liberta~o nacional 00 nosso cootinente. (Esta
experiencia olio (! senao a expressllo de urna necessidade vivida em Africa
nos Ultimos cinco seculos e moito C}specialmentenos 6Itimos decenios, de
cada urn de nos se sentir livre. E tam bern a expressao mais vasta do
desejo comurn do Homem sobre a terra, de se coosiderar livre, capaz de se
desligar das amarras de uma sociedade em que estiola e morre, como ser
bumano.

A luta de Iiberta~o oacional em Africa, na mioha opinfiio, DaO pode ser
desJigada do cootexto actual em que se desenvolve, nem pode isolar-se 00
mundo. Uma greve de trabalhadores na Inglaterra, a imposis.a0 do fascis
mo ao povo chileno ou urna explosiio at6mica no Padfico, sao fen6menos
da mesma vida que estamos a viver, atraves da qual procuramos as vias para
urna existencia feliz para 0 homem sobre a terra. 0 facto universal ~
portanto particularizado em Africa, atraves das formulacoes correntes no
plano politico, econ6mico e cultural.

Os laeos hist6ricos que Jigam os nossos povos aos outros povos do mundo
vao estreitar-se cada vez mais, pois 9ue nao pode haver outra tendfncia
sobre a terra. 0 isolamento ~ impossivel e e centrario a ideia de progresso
t~co, cultural e polltico.

o problema que se nos pOeBeste momenta ~ como transformar as rela't5es
injustas, geralmente de subordina~o polltica, e econ6mica, com os outros
paises e povos do mundo, sem que essa traosforma~o se faea em desfavor do
progresso social que necessariamente deve estar inoculado na aCfio pela
liberdade e sem que 0 comportamento do homem seja de quem sal de uma
forma de discriminlJ~lIo para cair numa outra forma tao negativa como a
primeira, como pura inversiio dos factores intervenientes. A dentro da
mesma sociedade africana, 0 movimento de liberta~ao nacional nao deixa
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Se para uns, colonialismo significou e significa trabalho for91do, para
outros ~ discrimina,.ao racial; .eara outros ainda, ~ a segrega,.ao economica
ou a impossibilidade de ascent;ao politica. Mas 0 roubo de terras africanas
pelos colonizadores. a escraviza ..'lto do trabalhador, 0 castigo corporal,
IIU a intensiva explora~iio dos bens que nos pertencem, sao formas do

No entanto, as formas de submissao internas, causadas pelo fraccionamento
em pequenas congrega ..Oes tltnicas ou linguisticas, pelo desenvolvimento
de classes priveligiadas e dotadas de urn dinamismo proprio, nao deixam de
ser tambem formas de opressao ligadas as formas vis(veis e conhecidas
como colonialismo, antigo ou novo, ou racismo. Etas aliam-se facilmente
ao imperialismo e faciJitam a sua penetrat;io e inftu~ncia.

Estes fendmenos sao universals, eles encontram-se ou encontraram-se em
todas as sociedades do mundo, mas na actualidade SIlo agudas e bern con
cretas em Africa e ~ aqui que eles mais nos preocupam a n6s africanos, e
tambim !OS povos com os quais temos rela~Oes ou de submissollo ou de
cooperaeao.

A domina~iio e a opressao coloniais ou racistas exerccm-se de diferentes
maneiras e a diferentes niveis, Elas nao se produziram de modo uniforme
sobre 0 nosso continente, nao utilizaram sempre os mesmos agentes, rlaO
acturaram sempre sobre 0 mesmo estrato social ou sobre a mesma forma de
organiza~iio polltica ou economica.

Por isso, cada urn, colonizador ou colonizado, sentiram de maneira diferente
este fen6meno hoje anacrlmico e que se deseja ver substituido por outro tipo
de rela ..Oes (e quanto a este novo tipo de rela<1ies, n6s os africanos ainda
nao estamos nem muito c1aros, nem de acordo).

Os chamados regimes racistas de minoria branca, nio sao senso uma con
sequencia e uma forma especial de paleo-colonialismo, em que os Iaeos
com as metropoles se tomaram frouxos e mais apagados, em favor da
ditadura minorit4ria branca.

Esta forma de coloniza,.i[o vlsfvel, clara, aherta, nao impede que uma outra
exista no nosso continente, outra forma de domina~o mais subtil conbe
cida pelo nome de neo-colonialismo, em que 0 sujeito da explora~o ja nii'o
se identifica com a designa~io de colonizador, mas que, em diferentes
niveis, actua da mesma maneira.

,
Em Africa, estamos dando 0 melbo do nosso esfor~ para acabar para
sempre 0 paleo-colonialismo, hoje apenas existente nos territorios domi
nados por Portugal, como geralmente se acredita, mas que de facto silo
dominados por urna vasta associa~o imperialista protegendo de maneira
injusta, inter~sses egoistas de homens, organiza~Oes econdmicas ou de
grupos de parses,

tambem de procurar que as foreas socio-eeonemieas intemas, isto e, aqueJas
que se desenvolvem no interior de cada pars, se reestratifiquem no sentido
do progresso.
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Por vezes, nas concepc;Oes e portanto na aplicaljiio ..Jlritica dos progra
mas de combate, diferimos e nem sempre a oriental;8o tomada na actio
Iibertadora preenche ambas as necessidadas de se concentrar JI8 trans(or
mac;ii.odas relac;iSesentre os povos e na transforma~o intrIDseca da vida
da J18sao.

Os diferentes tipos de coloniza~iio em Africa, dotaram-nOs a nos, africanos,
de formas diferentes de ver 0 problema da liberta~o e e normal que assim
seja, uma vez que as nossas consciencias nao podem retirar 0 material
para a sua constitui..ao senao do terreno e da experiencia vivida e pelas
possibilidades de conhecer 0 mundo.

Por isso, a importancia dos movimentos de libertac;io nacional ~ muito
maior do que geralmente se admite, porque pela sua actividade, eles se
transformam em aceleradores da hist6ria, do desenvolvimento da sociedade
onde actuam e fora dela, dinamizam processos socials, para ultrapassar 0
estadio actual, mesmo aquele que se apresenta em patses politicamente
independentes.

A reacc;io contra a domina~o estrangeira, seja ela individual, colectiva
ou organizada, MO pode deixar de se informar dos dois factores apontados
e que dizem respeito It hist6ria passada e h hist6ria para 0 futuro.

mesmo colonialismo, e depende da larga compreensilc de todos estes factores,
a capacidade de cada um se aplicar com maior ou menor intelig~ncia e
c1areza DB dintmica pela solu~lIo do problema colonial.

E, como anteriormente disse, a ac~o contra 0 colonialismo esti esuei/
tamente ligada, insere-se numa outra de canicter aparentemente interno,
mas na realidade tao universal como a primeira, que e a necessidade das
transforma~Oes sociais de maneira a que 0 Homem seja realmente livre
em cada pars ou em cada continente do mundo.

A maneira como se _encara este aspecto do problema, ~ tambem muito
importante para a tomada de posi~llo e para a orienta~ao a seguir no
processo da Iiberta~iio.

Estao portanto interligados estes dois problemas cruciais do nosso continente
e da nossa ~poca, das rela~<Sescom os povos estranhos, de um lado, e as
relal;Oes das foreas dispostas, no interior de cada pats.

Depende de como vemos 0 mundo, como ante-vemos 0 futuro do nosso pals,
como sentimos na nossa pele a IIC~O das foreas estranhas, a atitude mais
ou menos correcta, mais ou menos intensa com que entramos emocion
almente na acc;io Iibertadora.

A luta de Iiberta~iio nacional na nossa etapa ~ pois informada nao sO pelos
factores histdricos que determinaram 0 colonialismo, 0 neocolonialismo ou
os regimes racistas, mas tambem pelas perspectivas, pelos objectivos e pela
maneira de cada urn conceber 0 mundo e a Vida.
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Angola, um vasto pats, hoje muito pouco densamente povoado, ~ colonizado
desde 1482 pelos portugueses. Esta ~ a ideia geralmente admitida.
Contudo, no que respeita 11colonlzacao, Portugal rfiio conseguiu dominar
todo 0 nosso territ6rio desde os primeiros contactos, foram precisos
seculos para conseguir impor 0 seu domlnlo politico e econdmico a todo 0
DOSSOpovo. Tambem nao e verdade QueAngola seja dominada apenas por
Portugal; sobre este ponto, 0 mundo estd suficientemente esclarecido para
saber que em Angola estao em jogo os interesses politicos e econdmicos de
varias potencias no mundo. A gerencia portuguesa, nao impediu a preseD9I
dos seus associados, presenea que se tern desenvolvido desde hA seculos,
A Gra-Bretanha, por exemplo, pars que possui em Angola 0 maior volume
de capitais investidos, ou os Estados Unidos da America com crescentes
interesses na economia I' ansiando dominar a posi~ao estrategica do nosso
pars, assim como outros parses da Europa, da America ou da Asia, concor
rem para a domina<;ao do nosso povo e a exploradio dos bens Que nos
pertencem.

Pensar hoje que Angola, Moeambique, a Guine e outras coldnias sao domi
nadas pelo pequeno e atrazado Portugal, e tao errado como pensar que a
sociedade Francesa se encontra na epoca feudal, '(3 referencla h Fran~ e
apenas para exemplificar).

Nao e 0 pequeno I'atrazado Portugal, 0 principal eJemento para a colonizac;ao.
Sem os capitais de outros parses, sem os crescentes investimentos sem a
cooperadio (enica, sem as cumplicidades a v:irios niveis, a transformaqlio
radical ja' se teria verificado ha muitos anos.

Portanto se nos podemos dizer que Portugal e 0 gerente de uma serie de
combinas polltica-economlcas, compreenderemos que ele nao e 0 nosso
inimigo principal, mas apenas 0 inimigo directo. Ell' e por outro lado, 0
elo mais fraco de toda a cadeia instituida para a dominac;llo dos povos.
Se olharmos para 0 proprio Portugal, para 0 seu panorama interior, encon
tramos uma sociedade que SI' debate ainda para ultrapassar uma obsoleta

As respostas a estas perguntas, como ~ obvio, nao dependem apenas do
desejo de ser livre, dependem tambem do conhencimento e da concep~o do
mundo e da vida, dependem da experiencia vivida. 0 Que significa que
elas nao se podem desligar das ideias polftieas adquiridas, das tend~ncias
ideologteas, fruto, geralmente, da origem de cada um de n6s.

Sem querer entrar na anallse do problema angolano, nos seus aspectos
particulares, eu quereria no entanto, basear-me na minha experlencia,
para poder esclarecear as reflexOes que acabo de fazer e que farei mais
adiante.

-quem e 0 inimigo? 0 Que If 0 inimigo?

-qual ~ 0 nosso objectivo?

Daqui a necessidade de realizar com clareza 0 problema, e claramente
responder a estas questlies especiais:
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o mesmo sistema que oprime e explora 0 campones em Portugal ~ tambem
o que oprime e explora 0 cidadilo angolano, utilizando motivac;Oesdiferentes,
tecnicas diferentes, mas sempre com 0 mesmo propdsito-explorar.
E entre 0 homem pqrtug~s e 0 homem angolano ou moeambieano ou gui
neense, ~ posslvel 0 estabelecimento de relat;Oes justas, isto I, de relal;Oes
que impecam a exptlrac;10 de um homem pelo outro homem. 0 factor
racial, n'1iojogani _10 um papel secunddrio e durante mais algum tempo,
caso terminem as relac;oes de senhor para escravo.

forma de govemo oligarquico, incapaz de abandonar 0 uso da viol€ncia
contra 0 seu povo, para 0 proveito de umas quantas famflias, com uma classe
camponesa debatendo-se na miserla mais triste da Europa e onde cade
cidadao se sente prisioneiro no seu pr6prio pars. t verdade 0 que dizem
os prdprios portugueses, que 0 seu pars constitue hoje uma das maiores
vergonhas da Europe e do Mundo.

Poderemos neste momento repor a questao:

-quem e 0 inimigo? qual e 0 seu cardcter?

Muitas vezes se confunde 0 inimigo da Africa com 0 branco. A cor da
pele ainda ~ urn elersento que para muitos determina 0 inimigo. H:i razOes
histcSricas, sociais, f.actos vividos que consolidaram no nosso continente essa
ideia.

E e absolutamente explicavel que urn trabalhador das minas na Africa do
Sui, segregado, violentado e espremido no seu suor atl ~ 6ltima gota, sinta
que 0 branco presente aos seus olhos, para quem ele produz riqueza, t!0 inimigo
principal. Ii: para ele que constroi cidades, mas bem pavimentadas, con
serva condi~&s de higiene e de salubridade que nao possui para si pr6prio.

E da experiencia da vida que a consci~ncia principalmente se forma. A
experi~ncia da Africa do Sui pode levar a esta conclusiio imediata, ate
certo ponto 10glca e emocionalmente v{ilida.

Tanto mais que, paril voltar ao caso de Angola, a sociedade criada pelos
colonialistas, criou mecanismos v:1rios de defesa racial, postos ao servic;o do
colonialismo. 0 mesmo campon~s pobre, miseravel, oprimido e explorado
na sua terra, e alvo de aten~oes especiais quando se fixa numa das "suas"
colonias. Ele nao ~sO imbuido de muitos patrioteiros, como tambem comeca
a gozar de privil~s econcSmicose sociais de que nunca pode dispor antes.
Assim, entra no sistema. 0 colonialismo comeca a servir-lhe 0 apetite e
passa a ser 0 cao de guarda dos interesses da oligarquia fascista.

No entanto, nos mais (ntimos sentimentos de cada urn, tanto 0 que faz de
clio de guarda como 0 que e explorador, nao deixam de sentir-se escravos
do conjunto do sistema.

E e assim que hoje podemos dizer que 0 fenomeno da opressao colonial
ou neo-colonial no nosso continente jd nao se pode por ao n(vel da cor dos
indivfduos.

• j
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Estes inimigos utilizam em seu favor, todas as contradiC;Oes que possam
encontrar na sociedade dominada. Os factores raciais, tribais, de classe,
e outros. Sobre eles constroem as suas bases de exploraQio e mantem,
modificando-Ihes 0 aspecto. quando jA nio podem ser mantidos.

Se quisermos responder a nossa pergunta, diremos que 0 inimigo e 0 colo
nlalismo, 0 sistema colonial, e ainda 0 imperialismo, que sustenta 0 primeiro,
sendo ate {}inimigo principal.

Numa independencia onde nao houvesse apenas a apar~ncia de lndependdncia
polltica, mas tambem a econemica e a cultural, onde a respeito real pelos
valores nacionais existissem de modo a permitir a aboli~o da explOralj30,
eu acredito-o-o homem encontraria entio a Iiberdade verdadeira.

Vejamos 0 lado pragmatleo da quesmo:

Nao encontramos em Africa urn dnico pals que. nao mantenha relac;Oes
preferenciais com a sua antiga metrepole, at~ pela absor<;io dos valores
culturais Inevitdvel num regime de tipo colonial. E mais, as formas de
exploraclo nao terminaram; por consequencia, nao terminaram tambem as
formas de discriminac;"lioracial. mais ou menos acentuadas. E que nestes
casos, a libertaciio ainda nao ~ completa.

A luta de Iibertat;io nacional t! tambem urn meio de quebrar todo urn sistema
injusto de opressao existente no mundo.

A nossa experi~cia da clandestinidade mostrou que pode haver essa cola
boraC;aoracial na luta contra 0 sistema.

E. no fundo, 0 que ~ que nlSsqueremos?

Nao penso que a luta de Iiberta~o nacional se dirija no sentido da lnversdo
dos sistemas de opressao de modo que 0 senhor de boje seja 0 escravo de
amanhl. Pensar assim, serAquerer caminhar contra 0 sentido da histbria.
As atitudes de revanche social 010 silo as que poderao trazer aquilo que
desejamos. ou seja a Iiberdade do homem.

E que as luta do libertac;ao, desejo subllnha-lo, de novo, nao se destinam
somente a corrtgir violentameote as relac;oes entre o~ homems, e especial
mente as relac;iies de produ~o, denfro do pais.-elas constituem urn factor
importante para a transformacao positiva de todo 0 OOSSOcontinente e do
mundo inteiro.

A compreensiio ideoJ6gica deste problema, tambem facilita a sua resoluc;ao,
ao serem definidos os objectivos da luta de libertac;Jo.

Em condic;Oesespecials, encontram-se jli casos em que 0 problema racial
~ ultrapassado. E 0 que se passa na guerra. H4 portugueses conscientes
que desertam, para de uma maneira ou de outra se alistarem nas fileiras
naciona listas.
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o que queremos nds?

As rela.,Oes alargadas com os parses socialistas, com os parses anti-coloniais
(na forma antiga), as relacoes chamadas de cooperacao com as antigas
metr6poles, chamaram l'lAfrica urn notAvel numero de europeus, americanos,
asiaticos, que nao existiu nunca em nenhuma epoca da hist6ria.

P5r, portanto, 0 problema preto contra branco, ~ falsear a questao; e desvia
la do seu objectivo.

Todos aqueles que num pars desejam participar de forma quaIquer da luta
de libertac;ao, devem poder faz~-Io. I

A preocupac;ao em Africa de fazer da luta de liberta9l0 uma luta racial
de pretos contra brancos, nao s6 e epidermiea, mas podemos dizer reacio
nliria e essa tese nao tem futuro, no momento mesmo em que verificamos
haver mais contactos entre pretos e brancos sobre 0 continente do que na
~poca do colonialismo.

Se a luta de liberta9io esquece a realidade de pai's e se at~m a formula~oes
gratas a nacionalistas sinceros mas pouco preocupados com 0 aspecto do
desenvolvimento socio-hist6rico do povo, ela estiola-se e nio pode atingir
os seus objectivos politicos e human os.

A experiencia angolana mostrou jll que 0 caracter anti-racista puro, nao
pode permitir 0 pleno desenvolvimento da luta pela liberdade. A nossa
sociedade, desde h:1 seeutos, contem dentro de si os elementos brancos,
cbegados como ocupantes, como conquistadores, mas que tiveram tempo de
se enraizar, de se multiplicar .e existir por geraljOes e gerac;(ies sobre 0 nosso
territ6rio. Essa popula,.ao branea domina os centros urbanos, provocando
o fen6meno da mestieagem, que toma a nossa sociedade interligada nos
seus componentes raciais.

Deste conceito mais largo de Iibertaljio nacional, provem consequencias
importantissimas para a necessaria cooperacao entre os oprimidos da terra.

Continuarei dizendo, portanto, que a Iibertaljio nacional, tern de ser uma
etapa para a realizac;iio de uma forma mai~ vasta de liberta~o, que e a
libertac;ito do homem.

Se se afasta desta ideia, 0 dinamismo desaparece, as contradic;Oesessenciais
no pats nao terminam.

Assim, em Africa, jli nad e a dominac;ao poli'tica formal que pode prevalecer,
mas ninguem se libertou da dominalj30 econdmica. Ela al esta presente e
por isso mesmo, me e muito grata a f6rmula adoptada por alguns partidos
polfticos no poder em Africa, ao dizer que eles tambem sao movimentos de
Iiberta.,ao nacionaI. Assim se exprime 0 completo significado do feno
menu da libertacao.
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A ascensiiosocial do negro amerieano e notavel, ao ponto de boje 0 negro
americano se distinguir em Africa nao so pelo seu comportamentomas
tambem pelo standard intelectuaJ e nivel tknico.

Raras vezes as caracteristicas somatieas do negro americano permitem
dtividassobre a sua origem. E assim e que 0 fenomenoda miscegenac;ao
produziuurn outro tipo de bomem. Aquele tipo que em Angola 0 homem
vulgar chamaria branco ou mestieo, nos Estados Unidos " negro.

Nao existe portantournaidentifica~o somaticae ha fortes difereneascultu
rais como 030 poderia deixar de ser.

Por isso, sem confundir origenscom os compartimentospellticos, a Am6-
ricas e a America, a Africa e a Africa.

Hoje estamo todos ligados, solidlirios numa luta de Jiberta(ao contra
opressoresque apresentam a mesmacor, mas ltmanha certamente, bavera
personalidadessociais diferentes a preservar. E 0 processo evolutivoda
humanidade para que as diferencas se extingam, 030 podem deixar de

Conjuntamente com a ideia do panafricanismo, 0 conceito de negritude,
comeeoua urn certo momento, a falsear 0 problemanegro.

t justo, era justo realear os vaJoresculturais na sua es~cia, que os povos
negros transportaram para todos os continentes, com predomin1lnciapara
o continenteamericano. A nossa cultura deveser defendida,desenvolvida.
o que rlaO significadizer quedeva ser mantida em estagna~o.

No fundo e como vllrios pensadores t~m afirmado, a luta de Jiberta,.ao
nacional ~ urna luta pela cultura. Mas eu creio que os laeos culturais
nao evitam de modo algum a eompartimentadio polltica.

Este tern sido urn ponto equlvoco em muitas manifesta'jOesditas de liber
tac;1ionacional.

E nao posso deixar de exprimir aqui a minha inteira identidade polltica
coma luta dos povosnegros da America, IIIonde se encontrem e admirar
a vitaJidadedos descendentesainda hoje opriroidos e segregados na so
ciedadeamericana, especialmentenos EstadosUnidos. Digo especialmente
nos Estados Unidos, porque nao acredito muito na inteira Iiberdade dos
negros e na igualdadenacional no Brasil, de que tanto se faJa e de que nos
pretendem convencer.

Uma vida independente como Na~o, uma exist~ncia em que as rela'i.<Jes
economicas sejam justas entre os pafses e dentro do pats, um reviver dos
valores culturais ainda v{tlidospara a nossa epoca.

o conceitoIiterario de negritude, nascido das correntes filos6fica-litenrrias
que fizeram a sua epoca, com 0 existencialismo e 0 supra-realismo,pas
com acerto 0 problema da consclenclallzacaocultural do homemnegro no
mundo,independentementeda Areageografieaem que ele se dispersou.
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Estes objectivos sio fixados atraves da definic;ao do inimigo, da defini4;ilo
do nosso povo e do earacter da nossa luta, que ~ uma luta revolucionliria,

Mas permitam-me tambem que eu rejeite toda e qualquer ideia que deseje
transformar a luta de Iiberta.,ao nacional em Angola, em luta racial. Eu
direi que em Angola, a luta tamblm assume 0 aspecto racial, pois que a
discrimina4;ao faz-se, A exploracao do negro faz-se, Mas ela ~ funda
rr.entalmente uma luta contra 0 sistema colonial e contra 0 seu alia do princi
pal, 0 imperialismo.

Rejeito tambem a ideia da libertac;ao negra, num momento em que a unida
de da Africa t! urn dos princ(pios da OUA aceite universalmente, e sabendo
que em Africa existem os Povos Arabes, existem Mess que nao sio negra~.
o problema niro pode ser puramente racial. Enquanto houver imperialismo
hi{ possibilidade de continuar 0 colonialismo.

Estes sao os inimigos, para n6s.

o que nos desejamos ~ estabelecer uma sociedade nova, onde negros e
brancos possam viver em conjunto. Naturalmente e para nao ser mal
interpretado, devo acrescentar que 0 processo democrlitico deve exercer-se
de tal modo que a massa popular mais explorada (a negra) tenha 0 controle
do poder pohtico porque ela e aquela que mais longe pode ir no estabele
cimento de direitos apropriados para todos.

Luta do povo pelo poder polfrico, pela Independencia econ6mica, pelo
restabelecimento da vida cultural, pela desalienaclie, pelas rela~Oes com
todos os povos, numa base de igualdade e de fraternidade, tais sao os objec
tivos da nossa luta.

Niio quero ignorar neste momento a pressao que t! feita sobre os Movimen
tos de Liberta..ao para conservar uma pretensa pureza negra. Cita-se
muitas vezes 0 caso da Amerlea onde a luta racial t! para os negros, a mais
aparente, Niio sejam estas frases tomadas como crfticas aos nossos bravos
irmaos americanos negros, eles melhor do que ningu~m sabem como orientar
a sua luta, como encarar a transformaQio da sociedade americana de modo
que M, 0 homem seja livre.

provocar nos Estados Unidos, uma diJui~o ainda maior das diferentes
etnias hoje antagOljlicas. A America tem a sua vida propria, do mesmo
modo que Angola ou Mocambique tem a sua propria vida. Embora tenha
mos de nos identificar, como negros, na defesa dos nossos valores, nto
posso esconder a preocupa"ao por vezes mal fundamentada para que alguns
dos nossos irmlios do outro lado do Oceano AtI!\ntico tenham uma messiG
nica preocupaljio de encontrar um Molses para 0 regresso ~ Africa.
Certamente, esta teoria, para muitos est1i ultrapassada.

Mas you voltar sinda It questio de saber quem ~ 0 nosso inimigo.

Relembro que, na minha compreensiio, as reac~Oes prinuirias contra urn
sistema de opressao derivam da viv~ncia, da maneira como se sentiu essa
opressdo. Citei 0 caso da Africa do Sui.
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Assim, os interstfcios por onde 0 inimigo pode penetrar, sio numerosos.

Assim, a liberta~o nacional em Africa, sejamos reaIistas, nao disp'& de
bases muito s6lidasna arena internacionale nao sao as afinidadespoJi'ticas
ou ideol6gicasquecontam. Nao sio tambemos propriosobjectivos,mas na
maior parte dos casos, outros interesses dominam as rela("oesentre as
for~s de liberta9io e 0 mundo.

Estamos numa outra epoca. 0 mundo transforma-se e temos que cons
tatar 0 facto.

As rela~Oesde solidariedademodificaram-see contlitosde maior ou menor
import~ncia, mancham 0 ideal proclamado pelo socialismo. Assim, do
mesmomodoque emvmos parsesafricanos encontramosnos seusmercados
os produtosde paisesdominadospeloinimigo,da Africa do Sui, de Portugal,
da Rodesia, nos vemos com muita preocupac;io 0 aumento de relacoes
comerciaise culturais especiaimentecomPortugal, em particular, por parte
de alguns parses socialistas.

Mas, hoje 0 campo socialista encontra-se dividido, enfraquecido por in
concili:iveisconce~oes ideoldgicas e as rela~ de solidariedade que
faziam destes parses uma fortaleza de ferro e impenetnivel,qnebraram-se
e estao longe de se restabelecer.

E dentro desta divisiio, sao os socialistas que arvoram a bandeira do in.
ternacionalismoe na reaIidade dio 0 maior do apoio aos movimentosde
Iiberta¢1o.

No mundo dividido em blocos, dos quais era bib!to distin~ 0 bloco
socialista do bloco capitaIista, surgiu 0 nao-aIinbamentopara pOdertentar
o equflibrioe a defesa dos menos desenvolvidos.

o imperialismoprocura ao mmmo manter as fontes de mati!rIasprlmas e
a maode obra barata. Este ~ 0 fen6menoemque se debate nao sd a Africa
mas todo 0 chamado "terceiro mundo".

Vejamos.

Estamos num per(odo em que as foreas imperialistas se disp(iem com dina
mismoe comtenacldadeno palco africano. Comblnadoscomos coloniaIis
tas portugueses,com os regimes racistas da Africa Austral, 0 imperialismo
estlt presente no nosso continente. A sua inOu~nciasente-se, A sua
ac~o provoca sobressaItosna vida da Africa. 0 neocolonialismo~ um
facto. Em toda a Africa, ainda h3 que lutar pela Independ@ncia,ou
poJi'ticaem algumas lireas, ou econ6mica noutras, ou culturaI na quast
totalidade. '

atingindo nao somente as bases do sistema colonial, mas tambem os fonda
mentos da nossa propria sociedade, como na~o e como povo. Mas nesta
etapa, pode preeessar-se uma tal Iibertac;io?
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A Organizac;aoda UnidadeAfricana, que a]guma coisa tem feito, especial
mentenoplanopolftieo,para valorizarosmovimentosde Iibertac;ionacional,
ainda tera de os ajudar bastante para que eles se vejam independentes,
respeitandoas convenienciase as interveDfjOesprogranutticasdas diferentes
organizaljOes,de acordo com a realidade do pais.

o dil1logoentre a Africa independentee a Africa dependenteainda nao e
satisfact6rio e por isso mesmo os combates poJ1ticosnao se desenvolvem
com a forca necessaria.

N6s poderiamos divagar sobre as vanas nuances da ac9io po)ftica para
demonstraras nossas insuficiencias,mas nao desejarei neste momentodar a
ideia de haver intenc;iocntica ua apreciac;iodo momentoque atravessamos
nesta fase de IibertaC;iio.

Direi apenas que, por exemp]o,poderfamoscolaborar mais DO plano eco
nomico,de modoa travar tamWma batalha neste campo. No que respeita

No entanto, como factor essencial, temos de reconhecer que a luta de
Iibertal;ilo nacional ~ uma causa que, hoje, raros deixam de apoiar, com
maior ou Menor sinceridade. A independ~nciapoU'ticapara a maioria
africana ~ uma aquisic;aodo nosso tempo.

E como vanas correntes politieas e tendencias ideol6gicasesmo em jogo,
com interesses por vezesantagdnicos, os movimentosde Iibertac;iovem-se
a braces com 0 problema da sua indepenaenciapolitica e ideol6gica, 0
problemada preservac;ioda sua personalidade,quedeve reOectira imagem
social do pais.

A preservac;aoda independ~ncia000 ~ facil e por vezes a luta ~ afectada
pelas nossas pr6prias contradillOes. E as contradic;&spodem provir das
diferentes concepc;Oesde que derivam a definilJio do inimigo e dos
nossos objectivos.

Algunsgostariam de ver os movimentosde Iibertac;iotomar 0 rumode luta
de classes,comona Europa. Outros gostariamde 0 ver racista, D. Quixote
lanlJlldocontra 0moinhodeventode pelebranca. Outros gostariamde0 ver
tribalizado, federalizadosegundoaquilo que imaginamdurnpafs que Ihes ~
desconhecido. Outros, idealistas, gostariam de os ver enveredar na sends
do compromissopolltico com 0 inimigo.

Estas tentativas de transformar os movimentosde Iiberta,.ao em sat~lites
de partidos no poder, sujeitos a urn paternalismoinadmisstvel,~ provocado
pelo facto de a maioria dos movimentosde Iibertac;aoconduzindouma luta
armada, terem de 0 fazer a partir do exterior da sua Ii&tria.
o exilio produz os seus efeitos.

"0piormal que nos fizeramos portugueses- dizia urndos meusmais in
teligentes amigoH 0 de nos obrigarem a fazer a luta de Iibertac;ioa
partir do exterior". Eu concordo.
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a Portugal, 0 roubo das nossas riquezas como 0 petrdleo, 0 caU, os dia
mantes, 0 ferro, etc. produtos que sao comerc:ializadospor organismos
intemac:ionais,nos quais participam africanos, poderia ser impedido, ou
pelo menos diminuido.

E que mal faria a assoc:ia~o dos movimentosde liberta910nas discussOes
sobre problemas cruciais do nosso tempo e que vao certamente afectar 0
desenvolvimentodo nosso continente,comopor exemploa associa,.aomais
larga da Africa no Mercado Comum, ou os problemas da Seguran~
Europeia?

Enfim, poderlamosdemorar ainda mais tempo nas reflexOessobre experi
~ncias vividasnesta luta de liberta~o naelonal,

Termino aqui, agradecendo ao Sr. Presidente e a todas as senhorase
senhores, camaradas, a vossa aten~o.
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The problem facing us now is how to transform unjust relations with other
countries and peoples in the world, generally relations of political and
economic subordination, without this transformation taking place to the
detriment of the social progress which must of necessity be injected into
action to win freedom, and without which one's behaviour would be that of a
man coming out of one form of discrimination only to fall into another as
negative as the first, as a simple inversion of the intervening factors. And
within this same African society, the national liberation movement also

The historical bonds between our peoples and other peoples in the world are
becoming ever closer, since there can be no other trend on earth. Isolation
is impossible and it is contrary to the idea of technical, cuJtural and political
progress.

In my opinion, the national liberation struggle in Africa cannot be disso
ciated from the present context in which it is taking place; it cannot be
isolated from the world. A workers' strike in England, the imposition of
fascism on the Chilean people or an atomic explosion in the Pacific are all
phenomena of this same life that we are living and in which we are seeking
ways to a happy existence for man in this world. This universal fact is
however rendered particular in Africa through current political, economic
and cultural concepts.

I should like briefly to outline the fruit of my personal experience, the fruit
of reflection on the national liberation struggle on our continent. This
experience is simply an expression of a need experienced in Africa over the
past five centuries, and most especially in the last decades, the need for each
and every one of us to feel free. It is also a broader expression of the
common desire of men in this world to regard themselves as free, as capable
of releasing themselves from the shackles of a society in which they weaken
and die as human beings.

It is with the greatest pleasure that I am speaking before the always deeply
interested audience of this University, whose preoccupation, on the part of
both students and lecturers, shows a desire for a profound understanding of
our continent and of the different factors affecting its development. This is
a preoccupation worthy of the country's future leaders and of those who are
forming them, which fact transforms the great pleasure of this meeting into
a special honour.

Mr. Chairman.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Comrades,

SOME ASPECTS OF THE NATIONAL
LffiERATION STRUGGLE IN

THE PRESENT PHASE



14

For this reason, everyone, whether coloniser or colonised, feels in a dilJerent
way this phenomenon which is today anachronistic and which it is desired to
replace by other kinds of relations (and we Africans are not yet very clear
or very much in agreement on these new kinds of relations).

Whereas for some people colonialism meant and still means forced labour,
to others it is racial discrimination, while for others it is economic segre
gation and the impossibility of political advancement. But the plunder
of African lands by the colonisers, the enslavement of the worker, corporal
punishment and the intensive exploitation of the wealth that belongs to us
are forms of the same colonialism; and the capacity of each person to apply
himself to the dynamics of solving the colonial problem, with greater or
lesser intelligence and clarity, depends on a broad understanding of all
these factors.

These phenomena are universal and they are found or have been found in all
societies in the world. but at the present time they are acute and very tangible
in Africa, and it is here that they most concern us Africans, as well as other
nations with which we have relations either -OLsubjugation or cooperation.

Colonial and racist domination and oppression are exercised in dilJerent
ways and at different levels. They do not take place in a uniform way on
our continent, they do not always use the same agents, and they do not
always act on the same social stratum or on the same type of political or
economic organisation.

However, internal forms of subjugation caused by fragmentation into small
ethnic or linguistic groupings, by the development of privileged classes
endowed with their own dynamism, are also forms of oppression linked
with the visible forms known as colonialism, old or new, and racism. They
easily ally themselves with imperialism and facilitate its penetration and
influence.

This visible, clear and open form of colonialism does not prevent the existence
on our continent of another more subtle form of domination which goes by
the name of neo-colonialism, in which he who exploits is no longer identified
by the name coloniser, but acts in the same way at various levels.

The so-called white minority racist regimes are merely a consequence and
a special form of paleo-colonialism in which links with the metropoles have
become slack and less distinct in favour of a white minority dictatorship.

In Africa we are making every effort to put a final end to paleo-colonialism,
which barely exists today in the territories dominated by Portugal, contrary
to the general belief, since they are in fact dominated by a vast imperialist
partnership which is unjustly protecting the selfish interests of men, economic
organisations and groups of countries.

seeks to ensure that the internal socio-economic forces, that is, those that
evolve within each country, are restroctured in the direction of progress.
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Hence the need to see the problem clearly and to provide clear answers to the
following specific questions:

-Who is the enemy and what is the enemy?
-What is our objective?

This is why the importance of the national liberation movements is much
greater than is generally admitted, because through their activity they are
transforming themselves into accelerators of history, of the development of
the society within which they are acting and also outside it, imparting fresh
dynamism to social processes to transcend the present stage, even that in
politically independent countries.

The different types of colonisation in Africa have endowed us Africans with
different ways of seeing the problem of liberation, and it is natural that it
should be thus, since our consciousness cannot draw upon material to form
itself except from the field of lived experience and from our possibilities of
knowing the world.

Sometimes we differ in our concepts and, hence, in the practical implemen
tation of combat programmes, and the line taken in action fer liberation
does not always fulfil the twofold need to concentrate both on transforming
the relations between peoples and intrinsically transforming the life of the
nation.

And, as previously stated, action against colonialism is closely linked with
and part of something else of an apparently internal nature, but which is in
fact as universal as the· first, which is the need for social transformations,
so that man may be truly free in every country and every continent in the
world.

The way in which this aspect of the problem is tackled is also very important
to the stand taken and the line to be followed in the liberation process.

These two crucial problems of our continent and of our era are therefore
closely interconnected with relations with foreign peoples, on the one hand,
and with the relations among the ready forces within each country.

The correctness of attitude and the emotional intensity with which we embark
upon action for liberation depend on how we see the world, how we foresee
our country's future and the extent to which we feel in our skin the action
of the foreign forces.

The national liberation struggle in our era is therefore influenced not only
by the historical factors determining colonialism, neo-colonialism or racist
regimes, but also by its own prospects, its objectives and the way each
person sees the world and life.

Reaction to foreign domination, whether individual, collective or organised,
must of necessity be influenced by the two factors mentioned, which have to
do with both past and future history.
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-Who is the enemy and what is his nature?

We can now give an answer to the question:

Angola is a vast country which today has a very low population density
and whicb has been colonised by the Portuguese since 1482. This is the
generally accepted idea. However, as far as colonisation is concerned,
Portugal did not succeed in dominating all of our territory on its first contact.
It took centuries before it was able to impose its political and economic
rule over the whole of our people. And I wish again to emphasise that
neither is it true that Angola is dominated only by Portugal. The world is
sufficiently enlightened on tbis point to know that tbe political and economic
interests of several world powers are involved in Angola. Portugal's
administration has not prevented tbe presence of its partners, a presence
whicb bas been tbere for centuries. For example, Great Britain, the
country with tbe largest volume of capital investments in Angola, and the
United States of America, with growing economic interests and longing to
control our country's strategic position, as well as other countries of Europe,
America and Asia, are competing for the domination of our people and the
exploitation of the wealth that belongs to us.

To think that Angola, Mozambique, Guinea and other colonies are domi
nated by small and backward Portugal today is to be as mistaken as to
think that French society is now in the feudal era (the reference to France
is merely by way of example).

Small and backward Portugal is not the chief factor of colonisation.
Without the capital of other countries, without growing investments and
technical cooperation, without complicity at various levels, radical trans
formations would already have taken place many years ago.

Therefore, if we can say that Portugal is the manager of a series of politico
economic deals, we will see that it is not our principal enemy but merely
our direct enemy. At the same time, it is the weakest link in the whole
chain established for the domination of the peoples. Ifwe look at Portugal
itself, at the internal picture it presents, we see a society which is still
striving to transcend an obsolete form of oligarchic government, incapable
of abandoning the use of violence against its people for the benefit of just
a few families, with a peasant class struggling in the most dire poverty
in Europe, and where every citizen feels himself a prisoner in his own country.
The Portuguese themselves are right when they say that their country is
today one of the greatest disgraces of Europe and the world.

It is obvious that the answers to these questions do not depend simply on tbe
desire to be free. They also depend on knowledge and on a concept of the
world and life, on lived experience. This means that they cannot be disso
ciated from acquired political ideas, from ideological positions which gene
rally result from the origins of each and everyone of us. Without wishing
to go into an analysis of the Angolan problem in its specific aspects, I should
nevertheless like to clarify the ideas I have just put forward and shall put
forward later, basing myself on my own experience.
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An ideological understanding of this problem also makes it easier to solve it
once the objectives of the liberation struggle are defined.

In special conditions there are already cases where t"'e racial problem is
overcome. This is what happens in the war. There are conscious Portu
guese who desert to join the nationalist ranks in one way or another.

Our experience of clandestine struggle showed that there can be such racial
cooperation in the struggle against the system.

The same system as oppresses and exploits the peasant in Po:tugal also
oppresses and exploits the Angolan citizen, using different motivation,
different techniques, but always with the same goal-to exploit. And the
establishment of just relations is possible between Portuguese men and
Angolan, Mozambican and Guinean men, that is, the establishment of
relations which prevent the exploitation of one man by another. The racial
factor will play only a secondary role, and for a little time more, once
relations between master and slave are ended.

Consciousness, as I have said, is formed chiefly from one's experience of
life. The experience of South Africa could lead to this immediate
conclusion, which is to a certain extent logical and emotionally valid.

AU the more so in that the society created by the colonialists, to come back
to the case of Angola, created various racial defence mechanisms which
were made to serve colonialism. The same poor, wretched and oppressed
peaseant who is exploited in his own country is the object of special attention
when he establishes himself in one of "its" colonies. He is not only imbued
with a lot of jingoism, but he also starts to enjoy economic and social privi
leges which he could never have before. Thus he becomes a part of the
system. He starts to get a taste for colonialism and becomes a watchdog
of the interests of the fascist oligarchy.

However, deep in their hearts both the watchdog and the exploiter none
theless feel themselves slaves of the system as a wbole.

We can therefore say today that the phenomenon of colonlal or neo-colonial
oppression in our continent cannot be seen in terms of the colour of indivi
duals.

It is absolutely understandable that a worker in the South African mines
who is segregated and coerced, and whose last drop of sweat is wrung from
him, should feel that the white man he sees before him, for whom he produces
wealth, is the principal enemy. It is for him that he builds cities and well
paved roads and maintains hygienic and salubrious conditions which he
himself does not have.

The enemy of Africa is often confused with the white man. Skin colour
is still a factor used by many to determine the enemy. There are historical
and social reasons and lived facts which consolidate this idea on our conti
nent.
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I shall therefore go on to say that national liberation must be a stage for the
achievement of a vaster form of liberation, which is the liberation of man.

This broader concept of national liberation has vitally important conse
quences as regards the necessary cooperation between the oppressed of the
world.

To answer our question, we would say that the enemv is colonialism, the
colonial system, and also imperialism, which sustains the former, to the point
of being the principal enemy.

These enemies use on their own behalf all the contradictlons they can find iR
the dominated society: racial, tribal, class and oilier factors. On them
they build their foundation for exploitation and maintain it, changing its
appearance when it can no longer be maintained.

Thus. in Africa formal political domination can no longer prevail, but no one
is yet free from economic domination. It is present there. and it is for this
very reason that I am very pleased by the formula adopted by some political
parties in power in Africa when they say that they too are national liberation
movements. This expresses the full significance of the phenomenon of
liberation.

And r should like again to emphasise that the liberation struggles are not
aimed solely at violently correcting the relations between men and especially
the production relations within the country-they are an important factor
for the positive transformation of our entire continent and the whole world.

The national liberation struggle is also a means of overthrowing a whole
unjust system of oppression existing in the world.

Let us look at the question pragmatically:

We do not find a single country in Africa which does not maintain prefe
rential relations with its former metropole, even through the absorption
of the inevitable cultural values of a regime of a colonial type. What is
more, the forms of exploitation do not end and neither, consequently, do the
forms of racial discrimination, accentuated to a greater or lesser degree.
In such cases, liberation is not yet complete.

Under independence in which there is not merely apparent political indepen
dence, but also economic and cultural independence, where respect for
true national values exists, so as to make it possible to abolish exploitation,
I believe that man would find true freedom.

And what do we really want basically?

r do not think that the national liberation struggle is directed towards
inverting systems of oppression in such a way that the master of today
will be the slave of tomorrow. To think in this way is to go against the
current of history. Attitudes of social revenge can never be what we want,
which is the freedom of men.



The expanded relations with socialist countries and with countries which
are against colonialism (in its old form), and the so-called relations of
cooperation with the former metropoles have brought to Africa a noteworthy
number of Europeans, Americans and Asians, more than there have ever
been in any era of Africa's history.

Therefore, to pose the problem as one of black against white is to falsify the
Question and deflect us from our objective.

What do we want?

An independent life as a nation, a life in which economic relations are just
both between countries and within the country, a revival of cultural values
which are still valid for our era.

The literary concept of negritude, born of philosophico-Iiterary trends
which have had their day, like existentialism and surrealism, posed with
discernment the problem of arousing the cultural consciousness of the black
man in the world, irrespective of the geographical area to which he had been
dispersed.

Like the idea of Pan-Africanism, the concept of negritude started at a
certain point to falsify the black problem.

It is and was correct to heighten the essence of cultural values which black
people took to all the continents, and predominantly to the American

Everyone in a country who wants to participate in whatever way in the
liberation struggle should be able to do so.

The preoccupation in Africa of making the liberation struggle a racial
struggle of blacks against whites is not only superficial, but we can say that
it is reactionary and that this view has no future at the very time when we
see more contact between blacks and whites on tbe continent than in the
era of colonialism.

Ifone loses si?ht of this idea, dynamism disappears and the essential contra
dictions in a country remain.

The Angolan experience has already shown that pure anti-racism cannot
permit the full development of the liberation struggle. For centuries our
society has had within it white people who came as occupiers, as conquerors,
but who had time to establish roots, to multiply, and to live for generations
and generations on our territory. This white population dominates the
urban centres, giving rise to the fact of people who are racially mixed,
making our society interlinked in its racial components.

If the liberation struggle overlooks the realities of the country, and if
formulations are taken up which are pleasing to nationalists-who are sincere
but not over-concerned about the aspect of the people's socio-historical
development, it weakens itself and cannot attain its political and human
objectives.

19
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Today we are all linked in solidarity in a liberation struggle against oppres
sors who have the same colour, but tomorrow there will certainly be
different social personalities to be preserved. And the evolutionary process
of mankind through which differences are obliterated cannot but bring about
an even greater mingling of the now antagonistic ethnic groups in the United
States. America has its own life, just as Angola and Mozambique have their
own life. Although we have to identify each other as black men in defending
our values, I cannot conceal my sometimes ill-founded concern at the way
some of our brothers from the other side of the Atlantic have a messianic
desire to find a Moses for a return to Africa. For many this theory is
certainly out of date.

But I should like to return to the question of knowing who is our enemy.

As stated previously, according to my understanding the first reactions
against a system of oppression stem from the way one lives, from the way
one feels this oppression. !cited the case of South Africa.

There is therefore no physical identity and there are strong cultural diffe
rences, as there could not fail to be.

Therefore, without confusing origins with political compartments, America
is America and Africa is Africa.

Only rarely do the physical characteristics of black Americans allow any
doubt as to their country of origin. Thus, the phenomenon of miscegenation
has produced a new kind of man. The type that the ordinary man in Angola
calls a white man or a mulatto is a black man in the Uuited States.

The social advancement of the black American has been noteworthy, to the
extent that today the black American distinguishes himself in Africa not
only by his comportment but also by his intellectual and technical level.

continent. Our culture must be defended and developed, which does not
mean that it must remain stagnant.

Basically, and as various thinkers have asserted, the national liberation
struggle is a struggle for culture. But I do not believe that cultural links
in any way prevent political compartmentalisation.

This has been an equivocal point in many alleged demonstrations of national
libera tion.

I cannot fail to express my full political identification with the struggle of
the black peoples of America where they are, and to admire the vitality of
descendents who today are still oppressed and segregated in American
society, especiaUy in the United States. I say especially in the United
States, because I do not very much believe in the full freedom of blacks or
the national equality in Brazil of which they talk so much and are trying to
convince us.

...



21

We are in a period in which the imperialist forces are deploying themselves
on the African scene with dynamism and tenacity. Together with the
Portuguese colonialists, with the racist regimes in Southern Africa, impe
rialism is present on our continent. Its influence can be felt. Its activity
is causing alarm in the life of Africa. Neo-colonialism is a fact. Every
where in Africa there is still the need to struggle for independence, whether
political in some areas, economic in others, or cultural almost everywhere.

Let us see.

But can such liberation take place at this stage?

A people's struggle for political power, for economic independence, for the
restoration of cultural life, to end alienation, for relations with all peoples
on a basis of equality and fraternity - these are the objectives of our struggle.

These objectives are set by defining who is the enemy, by defining who are
the people and what is the character of our struggle, which is a revolutionary
struggle affecting not only the foundations of the colonial system but also
the foundations of our own society, as a nation and as a people.

I also reject the idea of black liberation, since the unity of Africa is one of
the principles universally accepted by the OAU, and knowing that in Africa
there are Arab peoples, that there are some areas which are not black.
The problem cannot be purely racial. So long as there is imperialism, it
will be possible to continue colonialism.

And as I have said, for us they are the enemies.

What we want is to establish a new society where black and white can live
together. Naturally, and so as not to be misinterpreted, I must add that
the democratic process must be exercised in such a way that the most
exploited masses (who are black) have control of political power, since they
can go furthest in establishing proper rights for all.

I do not wish to ignore at this moment the pressure that is exerted on the
liberation movements to maintain so-called black purity. The case of
America, where the racial struggle is the most apparent to the blacks, is
often cited. What I am saying should not be taken as criticism of our
brave black American brothers, who know better than anyone how to orient
their struggle, how to envisage the transfomation of American society so
that man will be free there.

But allow me also to reject any idea on the transformation of the national
liberation struggle in Angola into a racial struggle.

J would say that in Angola the struggle also assumes a racial aspect since
discrimination is a fact. The black man is exploited there. But it is
fundamentally a struggle against the colonial system and its chief ally,
imperialism.
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And since various political currents and ideological trends are involved,
with sometimes antagonistic interests, the liberation movements find them
selves at grips with the problem of their political and ideological indepen
dence, the problem of preserving their personality. which must reflect
the social image of the country.

To preserve independence is not easy, and sometimes the struggle is affected
by our own contradictions. And contradictions can stem from different
concepts from which our definition of who is the enemy and of our objectives
derives.

Thus, there are many cracks through which the enemy can penetrate.
However, an essential factor we must recognise is that the national libera
tion struggle is today a cause which few people fail to support, with greater
or lesser sincerity. Political independence for the African majority is an
attainment of our time.

So, let us be realistic, the national liberation struggle in Africa does not
have very sound bases in the international arena, and it is not political or
ideological affinities that count, nor even the objectives themselves, for in
most cases other interests dominate relations between the liberation forces
and the world.

We are in another era. The world is changing and we have to take note of
this fact.

The relations of solidarity have changed and conflicts of greater or lesser
importance have marred the avowed ideal of socialism.

Thus, in the same way as a number of African countries have on their markets
products from countries dominated by the enemy, from South Africa,
Portugal and Rhodesia, we see with great concern the increase by some
socialist countries of commercial and cultural relations with especiaUy
Portugal.

But today the socialist camp is divided, weakened by irreconcilable ideo
logical concepts, and the relations of solidarity which made these countries
an impenetrable iron fortress have broken down and are taking a long time
to be restored.

Imperialism is doing everything it can to maintain sources of raw materials
and cheap labour. This is a phenomenon which is being debated not only
in Africa but in the whole of the so-called third world.

In a world divided into blocs, among which it was customary to distinguisb
between the socialist bloc and the capitalist bloc, non-alignment has arisen
to try to seek a balance and to defend the less developed.

And within this division, it is the socialists who hold high the banner of
internationalism and in fact give the most support to the liberation move
ments.
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And what harm would there be in involving the liberation movements in
discussions on the crucial problems of our times which will certainly affect
the development of our continent, like for example the broader association
of Africa with the Common Market, or problems of European security?

And the problem of Southern Africa? Will we be permitted to discuss it
exhaustively one day?

Finally, we could go on much longer reflecting on our lived experience in
this national liberation struggle.

I shall end here. thanking you Mr. Chairman and all the ladies and gentle
men and comrades for your attention.

I will merely say that we could, for example, cooperate on economic matters,
so as to wage the battle in this field too. With regard to Portugal, its
plunder of our resources, like oil, coffee, diamonds, iron, etc., products
which are marketed by international bodies in which Africans participate,
could be prevented or at least decreased.

We cannot digress on the various nuances of political action to demonstrate
our shortcomings, but I do not want at this time to give the idea of having
had any critical intention in my appraisal of the period we are going through
in this phase of liberation.

The Organisation of African Unity, which has done something, especially
politically, to promote the national liberation movements, will still have
to help them enough for them to be independent, respecting the conventions
and the programmatic involvement of different organisations, in accordance
with the realities of the country.

The dialogue between independent Africa and dependent Africa is still not
satisfactory, and for this very reason the political battles are not taking
place with the required force.

"The worst thing the Portuguese did to us," said one of my most intelligent
friends, "was to oblige us to wage a liberation struggle from abroad."
I agree.

These efforts to transform the liberation movements into satellites of parties
in power, subject to unacceptable paternalism, are caused by the fact that
most of the liberation movements conducting an armed struggle have to do so
from outside their countries. Exile has its effects.

Some would like to see the liberation movements take the direction of a
class struggle as in Europe. Others would like to see it racist, Don Quixote
tilting at a windmill with a white skin. Others would like to see it tribalised,
federalised, according to their idea of a country which they do not know.
Others, idealists, would like to see us heading along the path to political
compromise with the enemy.
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